From the Coordinator

Read on to see all that the
children have been doing and
learning this spring. We have
been enjoying daily outdoor
play both morning and
afternoon, discovering bugs,
watching flowers bloom, and
seeing and hearing new birds.

The children in the Little
Flower are learning to master
new skills as well, such as
running fast in a race, swinging
high on the swings while
pumping by themselves, and
building houses with the
outdoor waffle blocks. Spring
is such a delightful time of
year!

Announcements

(For school closings, see 0 C| o s atbhatemdof page)

Our Book Fair was a big success! Clifford the Big Red Dog
came to visit us here in the Little Flower, and the children were
delighted. To this day they continue to point to one of the many
Clifford books we have on our bookshelves, and tell us with great
affection: oOoWe saw Clifford!
showed such great support for this event.

Cheerful Chipmunks

Spring is here! Our children notice it all around: new leaves,
flowers, birds singing, rain, warm weather and insects. This
month our themes included: Seeds, Flowers, Clouds and Rain.
We read the books Billy the Bean and Jack and the Bean
Stalk, which captured the attention and imagination of all the
children.

We planted beans in individual pots and closely followed all
changes. We also planted basil seeds, sunflower seeds and
lettuce seeds.

Our interest in OMr. Raino
the cloud s to learn and understand how clouds form and rain
falls. We found out how much all life i people, animals, plantsii
need water to grow.

We measure ourselves every day to see how much we are
growing. Just like flowers, we are all growing here in the Little
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Wonder Pets
This month the Wonder Pets learned about spring.

Their favorite book was Daisy and the Egg. They
painted their own baby ducks, adding feathers and
eyes. They colored paper eggs and, using scissors,
Acrackedo their eggs to
made their own nests using what they thought would
keep the eggs warm. Cotton and feathers were the
favorite choice.

Transportation has also been a popular theme this
month. Of all the different forms of transportation, the
childrends favorite is s
by the book Submarines and the fact that plants in
the sea grow sparser and sparser as the water gets
colder and darker while the submarine goes down.

We also like to pretend to ride the train, and use
train tickets for our daily rides. On one of our trips,
Rocco was the engineer and Marina was the
conductor. Jylls, Jefferson and Kaitlyn got on at
Katonah and went to NYC. Carly and Christina got on
at White Plains and went to NYC. Kirsten also got on
but went to Florida by way of NYC. We then used our
maps and took the train




NTHE SEED | SPEGAL(
PLACE. IT REALLY IS WHERE
CHI LDREN BLOS¢

Jolly Ranchers

The ORanchersddé adventur es
caused us to wonder what life on the farm is like for
creatures BIG and small. We are sometimes puzzled but
nonetheless fascinated by the food chain. Since we
ended | ast mont héred fagntfriertdy, weo f
began exploring o0Wi g gTheDiaryWr
Of AWorm gave us a glimpse into the countless
workings of the worm and what fantastic friends they
are to our earth.

Alex, Eric, Lucas, Luke, Max, Ryan, Sebastian and
Viktor were happy farmers as they tilled the soil to
prepare for bean planting. We read Billy the Bean and
learned that plants have four friends on the farm:

Wind, Air, Water, and Sun. To our amazement the beans
have already sprouted and every day there is somethin g
new happening in our garden.

What would a farm be without corn? In honor of
Earth Day, April 22, the Jolly Ranchers will plant our
crop and track its progress.

We have also been discovering bugs on the farm by
sorting plastic bugs of various types, sha pes, sizes and
colors. How many legs does an insect have? Is a beetle
an insect or an arachnid? What is a spider?

Reading books, songs and/or fingerplays are a daily
part of our class time routine.

The boys are delighted to express what they have
learned by drawing pictures.

Our focus of oLife On the
adding to our collection for Family Day/Open House in
June. Please be sure to check out our project board to
see what we have been up to. Take a look, too, at our
daily log of ¢ lass-time activities on the shelf in the
Welcome Room.



Music and Movement

The Marching Mice band has been practicing
two new pieces: O/ d Ma c [Band antl Stor:
itin the Closet. The first one imitates the sounds
that the animals makeinMac Donal dds
Hereds the first verse:

Old Mac Donald had a band,

Eee- yi- ee- yi- oh

With a clip, clop here and a clip, clop there,
Here a clip, there a clop,

Everywhere a clip, clop

Old Mac Donald had a band,

Eee- yi- ee- yi- oh

The children play instrumen ts that allow them
to sound like the animals.

The second song is a silly one about stuffing
the closet with a whole variety of discarded
objects, from a moldy cake to a dusty mop.  Even
time someone opens the closet, everything falls
out. Finally, after p ushing it all back in, they
decide to close closet door and tiptoe away.

The Marching Mice band has also been playing
two pieces that they knew from before , called
Wooapecker oand Rock and Roll Rhythm. The
children play the first song with their favorit e
instrument, the rhythm sticks . Boys and girls
take turns to be the wo
time to rock and roll, everyone gets moving to the
beat of the music!



