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February was a very busy month! With all of the snow
days, we had a lot of catching up to do! The kindergarten
groups continued reviewing beginning blends while also
learning about ending blends. We also discussed
punctuation. The children learned about periods,
exclamation points and question marks and when to use
them. We especially focused on questions and common
words found at the beginning of questions. Now, also, the
children can recognize when a character is talking in a
story. Towards the end of the month we began learning
about long vowels and started with the silent e. We will
continue to work on long vowels through the month of
March and apply them in our reading and writing.

We have also been putting a lot of emphasis on our
sight words, practicing them with various games. We
have played unscrambling games, relay races and various
other fun learning games developed by Ms. Kristin to
learn, review and retain our sight words.

The Pre-Ks continue to practice their letter sounds,
especially to help our new friends that joined us in
January. We have focused on the hardworking vowels this
month. We continue to review and apply letter sounds
with Zoophonics, drawing, differentiating words with

those sounds and using the mystery box.



(continued)
Tl’zeg tasted delicious! | he children

also made a banner which is hanging
up over the ibrary, and a necklace
made with 100 fruitloops.

USing paint of various colors
the children have also had two
oPPor’cunitics to do some free
Painting. A Piccc of each child's
work is displagcd over the window
Facing the Parking lot. T he
Paintings are bright, colorful, and
of course uniquc. T he children

also cnjogccl Plaging with

Playclough, and using scissors
throughout the month.
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Muclﬁ of this month’s focus was on \/alentine’s Day‘ The
children all helpecl contribute to the large Valcntine’s bulletin
board bg Paintir\g letters (to sPc” out “All You Needis | ove?),
Painting l‘leart~s}-lapcd musical notes for Prctcncl sheet music, and
Painting buggies and a stop sign (which read “Stop in the name
of love!”). T he children also added Valentine-themed words to
the hcar’&shapcc‘ musical notes. Theg even made the border of
the board themselves — Pain’cing striPs of paper and sponge-~
Painting hearts in a!tema’cing sizes, creating a pattern. The Paint,
of course, was in various shades of Pink and red. [t was very
festive and added a sweet touch to the feel of the room this
month. E_acl—x child also created their own Valcntine’s Dag
mailbox to store and take home all of those ]ove]3 gooclies!

For Grounc”'xog Dag, the children learned that if the
groundhog sces his shadow there will be six more weeks of winter,
but if he doesn’t, spring is on the way. Tl‘ley enjoged creating
their own shadow puppets and Putting on a “Funxsutawncg Fhil
“Puppet show with Ms. Diane.

[~ ach group created something different for (hinese New
Year: | he Jellg?ish made fireworks with glittcr gluc, the Tiger
Sharks made dragons out of egg cartons, and the Speedy
Dolphins made their own shadow Figure of afirecracker, a rabbit
ora dragon using cardboard paper. Tlﬁcg also, learned how to
write “(Good | uck” and”(Good [Fortune” in (Chinesell

Besides ]eaming about Grounc”nog Dag, (Chinese New
Year, and the iOOth dag of school, the children also learned
about a Brazilian artist named [elio Oiticica, who brouglﬁt the
visual arts, dance and music togcther. Theg viewed several of his
works of art and watched a video about him. Then theg created
their own abstract Painting with Paint and suPerimPoscd shapes
using strings.

O the 100" day of school the children made sugar cookies from

scratch. Theg followed the reciPe written on the boarcl, measured,

mixed and used cookie cutters and sPrinHes to decorate the cookies.
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In the beginning of the month, the children finished learning
and reviewing fractions. Fractions have certainly aided the children
in the second half (get it? ©) of February’s lessons: numbers! The
children learned to read and write the numbers 11-30 with the aid
of the book, Let’s Count it Out Jesse Bear, as well as to represent
these numbers using Unifix cubes. These number lessons have
become a precursor to “skip counting”, which the children will
learn in March. The teacher places two groups of 10 Unifix cubes
on the table and asks children to split them in half (thanks,
fraction lessons!), or in groups of five. Next we count the cubes by
fives and any remaining ones. The children have been challenged
to count cubes offered by the teacher and also to produce a
number requested by the teacher. The kindergartners have been
able to practice these skills in their workbooks, too.

Since our 100™ day of school fell on Thursday, February 17,
we rearranged our schedule 3 bit so that we could have math class
that day! Most of the children remembered to bring in their bag
of 100 objects, and luckily, our friend Matthew G. brought in an
extra baq justin case (thanks, Matthew!), and the teachers had
some Goldfish crackers available for counting, too! Two children
"forgot” the job they had to do in the middle of counting and ate
some of their objects — oops! © The children divided their 100
objects into groups of 10, then rechecked their counting to make
sure each group had 10. We practiced counting by 10s (3 skill we
started practicing during calendar time and will focus on during
March) to make sure we had 10 groups of 10. We learned that 10
groups of 10 really means 100! Wow!

Thank you to the parents for helping their child with the task
of counting 100 objects! We hope you had fun doing it! Most of
the class’s 100 objects are on display in the classroom — items such
as cereal, illustrations of sea creatures, Goldfish crackers, M&Ms,
cat food, Pokémon cards, popcorn, puzzle pieces, stickers and

more!




Science

Our science theme of the month is animals! We

finished up our unit “Animals in Winter.” In addition to
[earning about animals that hibernate, the children [earned
about migration and adaptation. We applied adaptation to
many situations, not just winter. We finished off the unit
with a game of “Adaptation” created by Ms. Kristin. The
children would be told a situation and an animal and have
to behave as that animal would. For example, a deer in
winter grows extra fur to keep warm, so when told to be
deer in winter the children would scramble to get their coats
on. We [earned that puffer fish puff up in the face of
danger, so when told to be puffer fish in danger the children
made themselves look larger using their arms and standing
on tiptoe. We had a lot of fun!

Towards the end of February we began our new unit of
“Animal Habitats.” So far the children have been
introduced to the concept of a habitat. They even drew
pictures of their own habitats which are hanging at the
front of the room. The habitats that they will [earn about
are the arctic, ocean, freshwater, forests, rainforests and
desert. Brainpop has wonderful videos to help us [earn
about and understand these environments as well as fun
activities. The children will also partake in experiments to
help them visualize and comprehend what it would be [ike

to live in these environments.



