Language Auts,

This month the children learned some rhymes
and the short vowel sounds. They are learning that
many common word families contain short vowel
sounds.

The children have learned many words by making
lists of word families. This has helped them with
their writing during their daily Writers’ Workshop
activity. They realized that they know more words
than they had thought. For example, if they can write
“hat” they can also write “bat” and “cat!” Making
these connections between sounds is helping the
children write more and more and motivating them
to write even longer words.

The children have listened to five books that are
devoted to rhyming. Each book has a different
character with a short vowel in their name, such as
Tog the Dog or Mig the Pig. Listening to these stories
helps them practice their knowledge about the
sounds of each vowel and apply it when working with
word families and writing during Writers’ Workshop.

The Kindergarteners have made vowel hand
reminders for themselves. They traced their hands,
cut them out, and wrote one vowel on each finger.
They will be pulling these out as they continue to
learn more about vowels and their sounds.

This month we also continued to practice the
sounds of consonants and distinguish between
consonant and vowel sounds. The children listened
to a book called The War between the Vowels and the
Consonants, and learned that both vowels and
consonants are necessary for making words.

During shared reading, the children read books
such as The Pumpkin, which has great rhythm. For a
great challenge, they were asked to read along,
making a rhythm with rhythm sticks.

The Leaves are Falling One by One is a songbook
that incorporates counting. The children really
enjoyed reading and singing along.
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ART A

At the beginning of the month, the beautiful colors of
fall were the artistic inspiration. The children were shown
how to draw a tree with branches: you just draw two
parallel lines and then a V. Continue doing this and you will
have a tree full of branches. The children then made leaves
for their trees by tearing paper into scraps. The next day
we went on a leaf hunt in the play yard. The children's only
task was to find leaves with well-defined veins. They
brought these back to the classroom, placed them under a
thin sheet of paper, and rubbed a crayon over the leaves.
Like magic, the shape of the leaf appeared!

The rest of the month focused primarily on
Thanksgiving-related art projects, one of which was the
Thanksgiving tree which we displayed on a classroom bulletin
board. The children helped paint the tree and each child
painted their own leaf to be placed on the tree. After
talking about the meaning of the word “thankful”, each child
dictated what they were thankful for. As you can imagine,
the responses expressed love, gratitude, and humor, too.
The tree looked great.

The children also learned what a cornucopia is, and that
it was used in former times to celebrate the harvest of the
crops. The children created their own textured cornucopia
with crops using various materials. Finally, the children
made their own 3D Thanksgiving turkeys out of Styrofoam
balls, adding details such as googly eyes and feathers. They
learned that male turkeys are called toms, and females are
called hens. For this project the children created their own
Thanksgiving cards to go home with their turkey. The
teacher painted one of their hands according to their choice
of colors (and all knew exactly what colors they wanted)
and then printed it. They wrote and decorated the cards
beautifully.

On a non-Thanksgiving related note, the children
created their own unique self-portraits this month. This
was a fun way for the children to see and depict
themselves, as well as demonstrate where they are
developmentally. This project will be repeated later in the
year to mark the children's development in self-awareness.



The first of two months of learning about numbers and
counting has been fun, educational and challenging! The
children have honed their counting skills, one-to-one
correspondence, number recognition and seriation through
the use of literature, manipulatives and workbook and
worksheet activities.

The children were first exposed to numbers by readings of
Feast for 10 and How Many? They practiced counting
aloud, completing puzzles that tested number recognition
and one-to-one correspondence (matching a number to an
object as they count), matching numbered bottle caps to a
numbered board, “fishing” for numbers, placing number
cards in numerical order, and their favorite game, guessing
the number! The children took turns being blindfolded and
using their fingers to identify/trace the number placed in
front of them (on a sensory card — the numbers felt like
sandpaper and were described as rough, bumpy, and
scratchy by the children). This activity has also been
morphed into a center the children can explore, where one
child is the “guesser” and the other is the “tricker.” They
love working together on this activity and have
demonstrated turn taking in an impressively mature way!
Way to go, everyone!

The pre-Ks have completed daily worksheets on which they
connect the dots, do one-to-one correspondence and trace
numbers. The kindergartners have worked very diligently in
their workbooks, completing tasks such as filling in the
missing number, counting objects and writing the
corresponding number, and getting ahead in handwriting
class by tracing/practicing writing numbers.

We will continue with numbers and counting in December
as the surface has merely been scratched in November.



Science

In science we have continued to learn
about the human body and how to keep it
healthy. We read books that taught us
about our bones, heart, healthy eating
habits, proper hand washing, and why we
need to sleep.

We did activities to teach us about our
heart rate and how exercise affects our
hearts. The children got to use a real
stethoscope and learned about how it
works when using one made with plastic
tubing, funnels and a balloon. We also
watched educational videos and exercise
videos to reinforce this knowledge.

We learned how the brain works and
played a game to help visualize this.

Finally, the children reviewed where all
of the major organs in the body are
located.

While learning about the body, we
continued to review the five senses and
related them to our learning.

The next unit will be on the four seasons
and weather.



