Literature and Drama

=

As you know Summer Camp Session One was especially
devoted to literature and drama.

First, the teacher read the book Strega Nona to the children
and asked them if they wanted to turn it into a play and perform
it for their families. The children responded immediately,
positively, and enthusiastically. But they had a question: How
were they going to make all that pasta? We consulted Ms. Erica,
who told us not to worry, that she would figure it out (and she
did!).

The children knew from the first who they wanted to
portray—whether it was the main character, the person with the
stomachache, or someone else. The children with the most
drama experience were given the main roles, and the less
experienced actors had parts with one or two lines.

Rehearsals began once all the roles had been assigned.
This involved not only remembering lines but also learning how
to move, where to stand, when to enter and leave the stage and,
most difficult of all, “pasta management”.

The drama experience included making props, picking out
costumes and practicing the play. As we went along, we also
enriched the experience by reading several other books that
Tomie de Paola has written about Strega Nona and Big
Anthony: Strega Nona: Her Story; Big Anthony: His Story;
Strega Nona Goes on Vacation; Strega Nona’s Harvest; Strega
Nona’s Magic Tricks; Strega Nona Meets Her Match;, and Big
Anthony and the Magic Ring.

Wanting to add some singing to the show, we chose “On
Top of Spaghetti”, which the children sang very well after the
play.

We learned about the history of pasta, how pasta is made
today, and where ltaly is. To cap it all off, the children made
Italian cookies to serve for refreshments on the day of their
show.

Our newest performers had a great time and enjoyed the
thrill of playing before an audience. They were tickled to have
their parents come and watch them perform.

Our future first graders were disappointed to find out that
there were no plans to perform more stories about Strega Nona.
This turned out to be one of those great “teaching moments”: As
budding writers as well as budding actors, the children were
asked to think about a play of their own. What play could they
write? What would it be about? How would they stage it? Now it
is their turn to become playwrights!



Announcements

ART

What busy Campers we have been this summer in the
Sunshine Room. In art, there is always so much to do.
The summer started with the Sunshine Campers preparing
the set and props for their play, Strega Nona. The
children painted large pieces of cardboard for Strega
Nona's house. They also created flowers and a large
pasta pot for the play.

The children have been doing a lot of free painting
this month. Sometimes it's just fun to paint whatever
comes to our imaginations©

The Sunshine Campers also made original butterfly
buddies this month. Using tempera paint, cardboard,
googly eyes and pipe cleaners, we created one-of -a-kind
friends.

Another art activity this summer was spin art
paintings. How fun to see paint twirl and whirl around to
create new colors!

Our favorite projects this month were creating our
very own fish tank and underwater bulletin board scene.
We used the book, Commotion in the Ocean, by Giles
Andreae, as our source of inspiration. Each child decided
which character from the book they wanted to recreate
for their bulletin board. Special materials such as glitter
and tissue paper were used to enhance our underwater
friends.

The Campers also created a "Welcome to Camp”
flower garden. Using paper plates and cardboard scraps,
campers created a very colorful and original paper flower
garden.

Finally, each Camper started creating individual works
of art for the Museum Art Show exhibition in August.

Come check out all the amazing projects we finished in
the Sunshine Room. We hope you enjoy viewing our
artwork as much as we did making it!



Sports, Games, and Other Activities

The children have had lots of fun learning new
games this summer. Summer Session One was
mostly focused on getting to know each other with
some icebreaker games and learning how to play on
teams. The children also learned great games to
play during afternoon playtime.

The first week we played a lot of games for
getting to know each other, such as “"Elbow Tag,”
“People to People,” and “"Wizards, Elves and Giants,”
as well as others. The children loved these games
and worked very cooperatively together. They even
initiated playing these later on in the day.

The next two weeks the children learned the
basics of kickball, softball and soccer. These also
helped the children learn how to play cooperatively.

During Summer Session Two, the children played
kickball following all the rules. They also learned
the starting position for running, and ran all
different kinds of races. They even had a relay
race. While some children are fast forward runners,
others are great frog hoppers, while yet others are
great sideways runners, giving all an opportunity to
shine.

The game of hopscotch is great for coordination,
and we also added the learning of different types
of hopscotch around the world, making it a
multicultural learning experience. On carnival day we
had a blast. We also learned to jump rope, and
improve ball skills with different games.



Scavenger Hunt

Session Two was about learning to read maps,
tell direction and creating scavenger hunts.

We introduced the session by completing
mazes. We compared mazes to using maps to find
our way places. Using books, maps and globes we
learned how to read maps by looking at the key
and following other signs on the map.

To incorporate technology into the lessons, and
share modern ways that people use to find their
way around, we went on the computer and
explored Google Maps. We even got a close-up
look of a satellite photo of The Seed Day Care
Center and saw Ms. Kristin's yellow car in the
parking lot!

Ms. Kristin created a couple of scavenger
hunts for the children to learn how to read a
map, practice using a compass, problem solve and
create their own scavenger hunts for their
families. The children also applied what they
learned when reading sample city and island maps,
and when looking at a compass that did not have
the cardinal points.

At the end of the session the children were
able to help their families through scavenger
hunts that they created to find a treasure at the
end. They also got to make a road map of a
community, which they will be able to play with
using toy cars throughout the summer and during
the school year.



